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Kia ora te whanau,
Welcome
Nau Mai Haere Mai
Fáilte
欢迎
Maligayang pagdating
Welkom
Willkommen
Добро пожаловать
Afio mai
Malo e lelei
Selamat datang
Bienvenida
Ahlan Wa Sahlan
Velkommen
Salam
Croeso
Youkoso
Mabuhay

Upcoming Dates—Term 4
Week 6
Tech Week Room 1
Wed 22/11 Walking School Bus from Otari
9am School Prayers
Thurs 23/11 Mandarin Lessons
2:15pm Assembly Room 5
Interzone Athletics cancellation day
Week 7
Mon 27/11 Year 8 Orientation day St
Mary’s
Tues 28/11 Pizza lunch.
Wed 29/11 Walking School Bus from Otari.
9am School Prayers
7pm BOT meeting
Thurs 30/11 Mandarin Lessons
Year 8 Immunisations
Fri 1/12 3pm Second hand uniform shop
Week 8
Mon 4/12 Schoolwide Planning Day for
2018
Wed 6/12 Walking School Bus from Otari.
9am School Prayers
Thurs 7/12 Mandarin Lessons
2:15pm Assembly R 4
Week 9
Tues 12/12 Pizza lunch.
Yr 4-8 End of Year Reports
Wed 13/12 Walking School Bus from Otari
– Last one for 2017
9am School Prayers
Thurs 14/12 1.30pm Leavers Assembly
Fri 15/12 End of Year Picnic – Zealandia
visit & Karori Pool
Sat 16/12 Set up for leavers dinner – Year
8 families
Sun 17/12 Leavers Dinner (Volunteers from
community needed to support this)

2 0 1 7 T e r m :
Term 4
Mon 16 Oct- Tues 19 Dec
Teacher Only Day Tues 24 Oct
Tues 19 Dec– School finishes at
lunchtime

Christian Values

Catholic Character
On our Teacher Only Day the staff gathered to learn more about our school’s Marist
charism- the values, history and pillars that the order is built on.
We reviewed our day as a staff and considered some ways that we could move forward
with the charism so the students could learn more about the heritage of our school and
see the value in our Marist connection.
These are some ideas we had:

Sharing the information of our history with the children - the difference between
our school and other Catholic schools.

Find out about St Marcellin Champagnat (the founder of the Marist Brothers).
Look at a snapshot of Marcellin's life and promote his value of “see a need and
act” within the school.

What does being a Marist Educator mean for us today? - look at the key characteristics/pillars of Marist
Education and bring them to life at Cardinal McKeefry in 2017 and beyond in a practical way.

Encourage past pupils who attended our school when it was Marist Wilton to come in and talk about the
school as it was then. Look at integrating the Marist Charisms with the values that we already have in our
school.
Classes and teachers for 2018
The Board of Trustees are pleased to announce that we have appointed Sarah Ash to the role of 0.7 teacher
(Principals release). Sarah is currently our reading recovery teacher whom we share with Wadestown School.
As is sometimes the case in small schools, we will be splitting one year group over two classes to ensure we
maintain our great teacher:child ratios. In 2016 this was the case for our year 3 group. In 2018 we will be moving
5 of the older year 6 students into a combined year 6/7/8 class. This has been confirmed directly with the families
involved. If you have a year 6 student and have not been contacted, they will be in Room 2.
Our classes for next year will be:
Room 4 Year 1/2 Kate Reynard (Deputy Principal)
Room 5 Year 3/4 Tania Savage (8:55-10:30am each day) and Sarah Ash (10:30-2:55pm each day)
Room 2 Year 5/6 Bridget Wylie (Garden to Table coordinator)
Room 1 Year 6/7/8 Laura Thomsen (Acting Director of Religious Studies for 2018)
Reading Recovery Teacher: Sarah Ash
Garden to Table
We are pleased to announce that we have been confirmed as
Wellington’s newest Garden to Table school! Bridget Wylie will be the
lead teacher for this, and all of our Year 5 and 6 students will be part of
the Garden to Table team. Garden to Table involves children growing and
cooking food. We will require some very keen volunteers to help us in the
garden and the kitchen in 2018. We are also seeking a Kitchen
Coordinator and Garden Coordinator. If these roles are of interest to you
please pop in and see me.
Congratulations
Laura Thomsen and Mary Ryan will be receiving acknowledgment from
their colleagues tonight for respectively completing two years of service
and for long service.
First Holy Communion
Eva Ybarra will be celebrating her first Holy Communion this coming
Sunday, 9am at St Mary of the Angels. Please keep her and her family in
your prayers.

Ngā mihi nui, Tania Savage

Otari Parish News

Remembrance Mass Tonight 7pm Wednesday 22 November
St Teresa's, Karori
Northland Community Carols 5.30pm Saturday 9 December 2017, 5.30 pm
(Organised by St Thomas More Catholic Church and St Anne’s Anglican Church)
Northland Memorial Community Centre, Woburn Road, Northland
Join in singing carols and come as your favourite Christmas story character, Sausage sizzle to follow. Everybody welcome!

Ra whanau kia koe …
To Chatur, whose birthday is on 24 November, and Happy
Birthday to Ananyaa, who celebrates her birthday on 25
November.
Ngā Rerenga Kōrero — Maori Phrase of the Week
tika(ina): to be right, correct, straight, in order

Future Focussed

Kei te tika tāu whakautu.
Your answer is correct.

Love of Learning

P a g e

Camp

2

By Caitlin McGiirr
The bus ride to El’ Rancho didn’t drag on as I expected, especially with Sathmi sitting next
to me the whole way! We were still chattering away excitedly when the bus pulled up at
the camp and everybody hopped out. The driver unloaded our stuff from a compartment
on the side of the bus, and we all swarmed to the bags like bees with honey. Mine was
devastatingly heavy and before long, everyone was heading off to elm lodge, with me
stumbling along at the back.
That night, my roommate (Sathmi) and I were out like lights when someone disrupted my
sleep by shaking me awake! “Come on girls,” sang Miss Thomsen. “Up up up, time to do
morning fitness!” Slowly opening my eyes, I looked over at Sathmi (who didn’t really look
as if she felt like getting ‘up up up’ or ‘doing some morning fitness’). Yawning, I thought
about what we did yesterday. All I could remember was being drenched by the sleek black
waterslide and missing all of my shots at rifles. To be honest, I was not a natural gun
handler as my target went untouched. That and reaching level 4 at Adrenalin Forest
(which I thought was level 5) were the most memorable parts. Then the sound of people
getting ready next door suddenly snapped me out of my train of thought and I rushed to
get ready.
I was just brushing my hair when a nervous feeling started gnawing at me. Why was it
silent outside? “Sathmi, maybe we should hurry up because I can’t hear anyone,” I
whispered to her. So, we quickly dropped our stuff onto our beds and ran to the common
room.
But no one was there…
“Oh no, they’ve left without us!” Sathmi stressed. So I rushed out the door to see Miss
Thomsen with a stern look on her face. “Everyone has started, girls so hurry up!” And
that’s how day 2 started off. Not very well.
Soon after we’d pushed through morning fitness and volleyball, everyone stopped for a snack. Once we’d all eaten the delicious baking (excluding my
brownie because honestly, it tasted like cardboard), the groups headed off in different directions. Group 1 made their way to volleyball, leaving the rest of us
to find the rock wall.
We had just finished our climbing session and were plodding our way out the doors of the centre. My aching fingers kept reminding me of how I didn’t make
it to the top of all the walls, much to my dissatisfaction. Had my legs not felt like they were made of led, I definitely would have run back to try again. But I
managed to drag myself down the path to the tennis court alongside the others, no doubt for some more tiring activity.
Wednesday night was the camp bonfire and I was in a pair with Sathmi. I expected that we’d somehow manage to burn down the forest but with a little help
from Jason and Barb, everything ran smoothly and our tiki’s fire was roaring away. Many S’mores and cooked dampas later, everyone made their way back
to the trampolines for a game of spotlight. With our shining torches at the ready, we set off into the deep blackness whilst the taggers began their
countdown.
The next afternoon, the whole class went to El’ Rancho’s pool. This time we were all together, which I definitely enjoyed miles more than going in our activity
groups. Once we’d all leaped into the crystal blue water, everyone buddied up and we had chicken wars with each other. Bronte and I were a team at first
and we took the win! I really felt like Room 1 was bonding and that camp helped bring us together.
After everyone had warmed up from the cool water, we all prepared our acts for the camp concert and before I knew it, everybody was seated and waiting
for the show to begin. Ruby, Sathmi and I sung ‘Mighty to Save’ (with actions) and Mrs Savage even treated us with an opera performance in Latin. Once
we’d all shared our talents, Mrs Savage handed out jellybeans as prizes for the people with the tidiest rooms. Ruby and I somehow managed to win a
packet! As soon as the teachers had given the rewards (including a trade aid Christmas decoration for all), everybody piled into bed, exhausted from the
day’s excitement.
It was an early start to Kapiti Island on Friday morning. El’ Rancho had prepared lunch for us to take on the trip, which was kind of them. The bus took us to
a beach where the boat would take us to the island. Our whole day was spent in the forest, tramping and looking out for mischievous birds trying to steal our
lunches! When we arrived back at the beach after a long day, our bus was waiting for us, about to snatch us away from our fun. Not only had we had a great
time, but we had learnt so much about each other as people. As the bus drove us back to school, I felt sad but also grateful that I got to experience El’
Rancho. Camp had gone way too quickly and was over so soon. It sure was an opportunity not to be missed.
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Future Focussed

Love of Learning

