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Kia ora te whanau,
Catholic Character
Welcome
Nau Mai Haere Mai
Fáilte
欢迎
Maligayang pagdating
Welkom
Willkommen
Добро пожаловать
Afio mai
Malo e lelei
Selamat datang
Bienvenida
Ahlan Wa Sahlan
Velkommen
Salam
Croeso
Youkoso
Mabuhay

Advent Symbols the Jesse tree.
Every family has special stories that they share when they get together. I come from a large
extended family and I love hearing stories about relatives who lived before me. Today during
school prayers we explored the symbols of the Jesse tree. The Jesse tree is a way of telling
the story of Jesus’ family The decoration of the tree with symbols during Advent records the
genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, beginning with Adam and Eve. It is a vehicle to tell the
Story of God in the Old Testament, and to connect the Advent Season with the faithfulness of
God across 4,000 years of history.
We will be displaying the symbols on our own school family tree as a way of acknowledging
the time of advent.
At home you may like to make your own Jesse tree using the symbols found here:
http://dce.oca.org/assets/files/resources/jesseTree.pdf
Reminder Request for Helpers at Leavers Dinner

You are probably aware that each year near the end of Term 4 we have the tradition of a Leaver’s
Dinner for Year 8s and their parents. The food is provided by the Year 8 families and the PTA Year 7
parents and caregivers are usually involved in setting up, preparation, serving and clearing up,
knowing that the next year it will be their turn to be waited on and have a fun evening! However, as
you are aware, we only have three families who are able to support this event in the Year 7 class. We
require volunteers from throughout our school community to ensure we are able to provide this very
Upcoming Dates—Term 4
special night.
Week 7
If we are able to have 20 volunteers from across the school, we should only need people to assist on
Thurs 30/11 Mandarin Lessons
one shift
Fri 1/12 3pm Second hand uniform shop
This year’s dinner is at 6:30 on Sunday 17 December. And we require assistance at the following
Week 8
time slots:
Mon 4/12 Schoolwide Planning Day for
2018
Wed 6/12 Walking School Bus from
Otari.
9am School Prayers
Thurs 7/12 Mandarin Lessons
2:15pm Assembly R 4
Week 9
Tues 12/12 Pizza lunch.
Yr 4-8 End of Year Reports
Wed 13/12 Walking School Bus from
Otari – Last one for 2017
9am School Prayers
6.30pm BOT Meeting
Thurs 14/12 1.30pm Leavers Assembly
Fri 15/12 End of Year Picnic – Zealandia
visit & Karori Pool
Sat 16/12 Set up for leavers dinner –
Year 8 families
Sun 17/12 Leavers Dinner (Volunteers
from community needed to support this)
Week 10
Mon 18/12 6:30pm End of Year Liturgy
Tues19/12 School ends at Lunchtime
Term 1 2018
Begins on Thursday 1 February

4.45pm - 6.00pm
6.00pm - 7.15pm
7.15pm - 8.30pm

8.30pm - 9.45pm
Email laura@cardinalmckeefry.school.nz stating your two time preferences.
Thank you to the six volunteers we have received already.
Ngā mihi nui, Tania Savage
Get School Uniform Sorted for 2018
The last second hand uniform sale for the year will be held on Friday 1 December from 2.45
until 3.15pm.This will be your chance to get your children's uniform sorted for 2018.
Lots of items at great prices. For example - $5 for polo shirts, $10 for fleeces.
The sale will take place in the hall.
See you all there!
LAST REMINDER FOR CROISSANTS
Orders must be in no later than 4pm on Monday 4 December.
Please use the google form link below to order:
https://goo.gl/forms/ebz7lSlDXEsluBXs2

Ra whanau kia koe …
To Jea, who celebrates her birthday on Fri 1 Dec. Happy Birthday
to Eva, and Happy Birthday to Allen, who both celebrate their
birthday on Tues 5 Dec.
Ngā Rerenga Kōrero — Maori Phrase of the Week
whakamārama(tia): to explain
E whakamārama ana te kaiako i te mahi ki ngā tamariki.
The teacher is explaining the work to the children.
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Knock knock, a man came into the hall, he was called Deano and he writes stories. He told us about his new storybook called Stink-oSaurus. If someone answered one of his questions they got one of his posters. At the end Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer came, we got to
sing Christmas songs. He gave us some musical instruments to sing with he also high-fived me at the end. By Lily
The year 6 students got a private session with the imagineer. He asked us if we wanted to write a book with him. So we started making a
funny story and I think it will make people burst into laughter. By Tawanda
There were so many little kids in our hall and I had no idea what was happening. All I saw was just little kids and two unknown men who
were wearing light blue shirts. If you wanted to win a prize, you had to do these embarrassing things. I was picked to squirt water on the
parents heads. It was dangerous. It was amazing when I got to squirt water on Mrs Savage’s head. After a few more hours of the concert, it
was done. By Gerardine
We were sitting in a circle and we were talking about words that are funny and which we could put in our story. “Pootato”
“What about Donald Trump’s misspelling of coffee, “Covfefe”
“I know a good one. Wait what was it? um ahh I forgot what I said” Jamie said, wondering what it was.
“ok, I forgot what I said” as Deano types I forgot what I said. The class burst into laughter.
“HaHaHa.” The story was really funny, fun and definitely weird and stupid. By Rian
Boom, Boom, the music was playing and I sat on my seat listening. I saw the kindy from across the field and the kindy up the road. In the
middle of the show the imagineer was shooting water at us and everybody was laughing. Almost at the end Rudolph came and we got
instruments from a guy and I thought it was really fun. By Deep
When we strolled into the classroom we saw a man in a blue shirt with a computer on his lap. He saw us and looked up from his computer
and told us to sit down. After we were all sitting down he told us he was writing a new book, so he said to give him new ideas, and we
suggested lots of words like Donald Trumpet, I like big books and I cannot fly, and my name is Jeff. After we had filled up all the spaces we
wrote a story with all those words in it. Once we included all the words he said he would probably have to edit it for a few months but after
those few months he would start selling it. I hope we get paid.
By Jamie

Room 1 Tech Week

Otari Parish News

Breakfast at St Thomas More Sunday 3 December
St Thomas More Wilton (30 Worcester Street)
After the Sunday 8.30am Mass this
week there is a Community Breakfast
(free)
Come along and enjoy a simple
breakfast while chatting with the
community.
All are welcome.
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Room 4 Writing
We have been learning about fairy tales this term. Each week we look at a different fairy tale. Some of our favourites so far are
Jack and the Beanstalk, The Elves and the Shoemaker and Hansel and Gretel. We have written our Hansel and Gretel stories.

Hansel and Gretel – by Ethan
Once upon a time there was a sister and a brother. Their mum told
them to go out for a walk. Hansel took some bread crumbs to show the
way back. But then they saw a witch. She was so ugly. She kept
the skinny kid in a cage. Gretel pushed the witch into the fire and
she died. They lived happily ever after.
Hansel and Gretel – by Austin
Once upon a time there was a sister and a brother. They
went into the forest and they got lost in it. Gretel started to
cry. “Don’t cry”, said Hansel, “It is okay. We will find our
way out.” And they did.
Hansel and Gretel – by Petelo
Once upon a time there was a brother and sister called Hansel and Gretel. Their mum left Hansel and Gretel in the
woods but Hansel was smart. He put crumbs on the path. When they went back home the birds had eaten the
crumbs. Hansel and Gretel saw a yummy house and they saw a lady and the lady said, “Come in children.” The
lady trapped Hansel in a cage. Gretel pushed the lady into the oven and closed the door. Then Gretel set Hansel
free. Then they lived happily ever after.

Hansel and Gretel – by Jea
Once upon a time there was a cottage and two kids named Hansel and Gretel lived there with their mother. But their
mother tricked them! “Oh, no!” said Gretel, “Are we lost?” This birds ate the bread crumbs. One day they saw a
gingerbread house. They ate the house. But there was a witch there! Hansel got locked in a big cage. Gretel pushed the
witch into the oven and then they were saved.
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Library News
Lucky Book Club
Thank you to all the people who have purchased from the Lucky Book Club during
2017. This earns the school points that has enabled us to buy some Teacher
Resources and books for the Library.
Library Stocktake
Estelle is currently stocktaking the library. This can be done while continuing to issue
and return books so as not to disrupt the students reading. You can help by getting
your child to quickly return any overdue items. Students with overdue items will have
received a notice about this. We will be issuing books over the summer holidays, so
look out for the notice about holiday reading soon.

Friday 1st December
Stacey Gregg — Author Talk
Last Thursday 20 students walked up to
Northland School to attend a talk given by
Stacy Gregg who is best known for her Pony
Club Secrets series. They were amazed by
Stacy’s interesting talk about the background stories behind some of her books.
To Stacy
‘Ever since the talk I love your books.
The girl who rode the wind is such a
good book that I stayed late in bed reading it. Thanks for the signature.’
Vandita
‘Thank you for my pretty purple rosette
and for signing my books. Your talk was
very interesting. At night I read your
books and can’t stop reading! Best
wishes for your next book.’

Very happy Stacy Gregg fans with their signed books (Isabella, Nell, Piper, Liza and
Maddy)

Eva
‘You are the best book writer
because some stories have two people’s
perspectives and somehow they are
linked. How do you write such good
books?’
Nell

Luca receives a Rosette form Stacy Gregg for answering a question correctly.
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