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Kia ora te whanau,
Catholic Character
Welcome
Nau Mai Haere Mai
Fáilte
欢迎
Maligayang pagdating
Welkom
Willkommen
Добро пожаловать
Afio mai
Malo e lelei
Selamat datang
Bienvenida
Ahlan Wa Sahlan
Velkommen
Salam
Croeso
Youkoso
Mabuhay

Upcoming Dates—Term 1
Week 2
Thurs 8 Feb
4:30pm Open Classrooms. 5:30pm

Welcome back everyone! As I write this we are preparing for our Open Classrooms,
Curriculum Sharing and School Picnic this evening. Over the next few weeks we have
several opportunities for us to gather as a community and reconnect with each other. We
know you value the community feel of our school and will embrace these events that will help
us to strengthen our community.
Pancake Breakfast
A new event we started last year is our Pancake Breakfast. This year our Pancake Breakfast
is being held on the 13th of February. Pancakes have been traditionally used throughout the
world to mark the day before Lent begins as a way to use up rich food that would not last the
40 days of Lent. Last year we had the battle of the French/Argentinian/American/Indian
pancakes. The families that were able to join with their children and share a pancake to start
the day were the real winners from this battle. Please sign up by using our google form. You
will also receive an electronic copy: https://goo.gl/forms/0Rx77uoTwzcQen8g1
Ash Wednesday.
Our Ash Wednesday celebration will be held on Wednesday 14th of February at 2pm. This is
also St Valentine's Day, what a wonderful way to remember God’s love for us by receiving
the cold ashes on our forehead. The ashes are made up from the Palms that were given to
our Otari parish members on Palm Sunday 2017.
Ngā mihi nui, Tania Savage
Welcome to Our New Families:

Curriculum Meeting. 6:30pm School Picnic
Fri 9 Feb
Sushi Lunches start! 

Week 3
Tues 13 Feb
8.15am Pancake Breakfast
Pizza Lunches
Wed 14 Feb ♥Valentines Day ♥
Walking School Bus
2pm-3pm Ash Wednesday Liturgy
Fri 16 Feb
2pm School Assembly
Sushi Lunches
Week 4
Mon 19 Feb
10am-11am Swimming begins
Wed 21 Feb 10am-11am Swimming

Ngā Rerenga Kōrero — Maori
Phrase of the Week

rongo (rangona): hear, smell, taste

Welcome to Ashmi & family
Ashmi comes to us from Churton
Park school and has joined Room 5
as a year 4. Ashmi, Mudra and
Vikrant recently visited Disneyland

Welcome to Maria & family
Maria has recently turned 5 and is
joining Room 4. Maria and her family
have moved to Wellington from
Portugal. They have lived in many places
through Rita and Gançalo’s work as
engineers.

Kua rongo rātou i te kai.
They have tasted the food.

Ra whanau kia koe … to Alex who celebrates his birthday on
12 Feb, and Happy Birthday to Elise whose birthday is on 14
Feb
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Welcome to Lucas & family
Lucas joins us from Sekolah Perkumpulan
Mandiri school in Jakata, Indonesia.
He is in Year 3, Room 5. Lucas was born in Wellington
and has spent the last three years in Indonesia with his
parents Brigitta and Alexander.

Welcome to Poppy, Odette, Clementine & family
Poppy (R2), Odette (R5) and Clementine (R4) have recently moved
to Wellington with their parents Erica and James from Canberra,
Australia. They have a little brother called Ewan.

Welcome to Elijah & family
Elijah recently turned 5 and started in Room 4 on Monday. Elijah went to Kindercare for preschool, where his sister
Naomi still attends. Welcome Elijah, Naomi, Gabby and Tom.
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School Lunches—order forms are located on the school website
PTA Fundraiser Lunch Tuesday: We will continue to provide Hell Pizza as a fundraiser lunch once a week. This year we
are only able to offer this on Tuesday each Pizza costs $5.50. Please provide the exact money & order form in a snap
lock bag or sealed envelope with your child’s name on the front  Last year we raised approximately $200 each term
for our school through this service. Order forms and money must be placed in the pizza order box by 9am each Tuesday.
Please note that the box will be kept at the office in 2018.
Sushi Lunch Friday: We are shopping local and having our Sushi provided by Umi Sushi from the Karori Shopping Mall.
Order forms and exact money must be placed in the sushi order box by 9am each Friday. Please note that the box will be
kept at the office in 2018. $4 for a 4 pack, $6 for a 6 pack.

Highlight on Music and Drama teachers at Cardinal McKeefry School
New for 2018
Violin Alex Vaatstra: Violin MusB, LMus, DipGradTCHG
Kia ora, I am an enthusiastic, encouraging and experienced violin teacher. After graduating from Otago University with a
bachelor of music in violin performance I established a successful career as a violinist and teacher. I have played in orchestras
around New Zealand including the Dunedin Symphony Orchestra, Christchurch Symphony Orchestra and the National Youth
Orchestra. I have also performed with leading contemporary musicians and played solo and chamber music concerts. I enjoy
teaching beginners and setting them up for a lifetime of music making.
I will be teaching on Friday mornings at Cardinal McKeefry. Students interested in learning the violin will need to have an
appropriately sized violin. If you have any queries about purchasing/hiring a violin, or what learning the violin involves please
contact me via email : vaatstrastrings@gmail.com. Lessons cost $25 for a 20 minute lesson.
Marzipan Drama: 8am Monday Mornings Room 3
The Marzipan Method
Fun, original lesson plans in the Marzipan Method, building confidence and learning skills such as eye contact, public speaking
ability, body language and social interaction skills.
10 Children in a 45 minute class, or 14 in a 60 minute class - so your child gets the individual attention they deserve.
9 Lessons Per Term Including 2 performances; one to parents, one to the school.
Classes run on school grounds, a familiar environment for the students. Times include immediately before school, during school
time and immediately after school. Prices range form $16 - $20 per class, please contact info@marrzipandrama.co.nz
Continuing for 2018
Guitar, Ukulele, Bass Guitar, and Singing lessons with music tutor Andrew McPartlin.
The lessons will be held at school on Wednesday afternoon, beginning 14 February. and the cost is $10 per session.
Contact andymcpmusic@outlook.com or 0210323659 for bookings or more information.
Piano lessons at school with *Go Piano* Go Piano is Wellington’s most recommended piano lesson provider and Erica will
be your child’s piano teacher. The lessons will be held every Tuesday. We offer a terrific range of lesson options and styles,
including pop, jazz, dance and classical. Call 04 565 3913 or email info@gopiano.co.nz to book a trial lesson! Individual tuition
for 20 minutes, $25 dollars per lesson.
Chinese New Year
Chinese New Year is also known as Spring festival or the Lunar New Year. This is the most important Chinese celebration
as it marks the beginning of a new year. It is celebrated all around the world in many countries including; Mainland China,
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macau, Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia, Korea, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, Philippines and more.
Chinese New Year is the longest Chinese holiday and lasts for 15 days. Before New Year is a time to clean and be
prepared for the year ahead. New clothes are bought, the house is cleaned and your hair is cut. No cleaning happens on
the day. This is a time for families to reunite and celebrate together. People travel to return home to loved ones. They eat
special food, light fireworks, play games and give gifts. It is also a time to pay debts and forgive one another.
The start of the Chinese New Year varies each year. This is because it is based on the Lunar (moon) New Year. The date
for Chinese New Year can happen anytime between Jan 21st to February 20th. Each New Year has a new animal from the
12 creatures of the Chinese zodiac. This year we celebrate the year of the dog. Chinese New Year begins 16 February
2018.
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Cardinal McKeefry Library News
The Library is open: Monday — Friday 9 to 3pm
Your Librarian is Estelle who works in the library Tuesday - Friday until 3.00pm. Should you have any queries please feel free to
contact her through the school or email library@cardinalmckeefry.school.nz. Books are issued for two weeks. You can renew
books at no cost which is way better than letting them get overdue.
The Class visit days are as follows:
Tuesday - Room 2 , Wednesday - Room 4 and Bowen Preschool, Thursday - Room 5 and Friday - Room 1
We have Library Lunchtimes on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. During Library Lunchtimes you can return and issue books,
relax and read, join in the activities, play games and do puzzles. The library WebOpac (Catalogue and Library News) can be
accessed via the School Website Homepage from the ‘For Student Ngā Akonga’ tab. Log in Hints: Your Username is the first 3
letters of your surname, followed by the first 3 letters of your first name. Your Password is your first name.
Room One Writing
Destruction ( an interpretation of a Shaun Tan illustration)
Walking the dark streets on the piles of rubble, the chimneys smashed, the walls broken down
The people all dead, the bullets on the ground, smog in the air and not one body yet to be found.
The bombs have been dropped, the houses destroyed, the soldiers not moving, the king dethroned.
Then come the men, dressed all in white, these are the ones who brought the town to its knees.
Jamie Stopher

Walk to School
Otari/Wilton Walking School Bus (WSB) Every Wednesday
A WSB is a group of students walking to school with adult supervision along a specific
route. Walking to school in this way provides regular exercise for our students and helps
the environment at the same time. Every Wednesday morning there is a WSB leaving
from Otari Bush carpark supervised by Estelle Henrys—our Librarian.
Starting place – 8.30am (Otari Bush Carpark)
Stop 2 – 8.35am (Shropshire)
Stop 3 – 8.40am (Wilton Park/Hampshire)
Please note that if your child wishes to scoot to school from Otari and you want them
supervised they will be required to wait at the road crossings for the walking students to
catch up. If you would like your child to join the WSB this year please collect a consent
form from the school office or email Estelle for the form. Those who are already on the txt
list do not need to fill out another form unless any contact details have changed. Contact Estelle at school (Tue – Fri 9.00am–
2.00pm) or library@cardinalmckeefry.school.nz It’s really cool to walk to school!

Otari Parish News
Sacramental Programme
2018 enrolments are now open
25th March (Reconciliation),
8th July (Confirmation),
25th November ( First Holy Communion)
Contact Otari Parish Office on 4766131or visit the Otari Parish Website on www.otariparish.co.nz for enrolment forms.
Wanted! Altar servers.
If you have been through the Sacramental Programme and would like to train to become an altar server at either St Teresa’s or
St Thomas More Churches we would love to hear from you.
If you would be interested in being trained to perform this very important ministry please let myself or Miss Thompson know, or contact me
direct at library@cardinalmckeefry.school.nz
Regards
Estelle Henrys (Otari Parish Liturgy Committee)
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