Cardinal McKeefry School Newsletter
Welcome
Nau Mai Haere Mai
Fáilte
欢迎
Maligayang pagdating
Welkom
Willkommen
Добро пожаловать
Afio mai
Malo e lelei
Selamat datang
Bienvenida
Ahlan Wa Sahlan
Velkommen
Salam
Croeso
Youkoso
Mabuhay

Upcoming Dates—Term 3
Week 9
Fri 14 Sep Sushi Friday
Week 10
Tues 25 Sep
Pizza Lunches
Mandarin Lessons
Wed 26 Sep
Before School Walking Bus
8:30am Y7/8 Students Science
Ambassadors at Science Roadshow.
Y5/6 Afternoon visit -Science Roadshow
Fri 28 Sep Last Day of Term 3
Sushi Friday
1.40pm Famous Talent Sharing
Assembly
Term 4 begins Monday 15 October

Ra whanau kia koe
to Madison who is
celebrating her
birthday today and
Happy Birthday to
Drew who celebrates
his birthday on Wednesday

Ngā Rerenga Kōrero —
Maori Phrase of the Week

ako(na): learn, teach
Kua ako a Mere i te waiata.
Mere has learnt the song.
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20 September 2018
Kia ora te whānau,
Catholic Character
Supporting children with friendships Rude vs. Mean vs. Bullying vs
Reconciliation
It is wonderful that we now live in a country that takes children’s voices seriously.
You may not be aware that we run two systems of support for our students in
the playground. Peer mediators who focus on supporting our tamariki to solve
minor playground disagreements and Play pals who help teach our tamariki
games that they can play together. We also have teachers on duty who support
reconciliation and record the times our tamariki experience relationship
breakdowns under the banner of our school rules of Responsibility, Resilience
and Respect. What is recorded in this book is then inputted into our student
management system and analysed for ways we can support our students better
in the playground. Recently this resulted in moving Play Pals to break time and
the PE monitors helping the Year 1 and 2 students to order equipment for
lunchtime.
There are some ways you can also support your tamariki with their friendships.
Try to be deliberate with the language you use to classify disagreements or
experiences. It is very easy to label all bad experiences as bullying - this can
have a detrimental effect of minimising bullying to an everyday occurrence.

Try to use the following distinguishing terms :
Rude = Inadvertently saying or doing something that hurts someone else.
Rudeness can take the form of racing in front of someone to have a turn first,
burping in someone’s face, tagging too hard or over celebrating a sporting
victory. Incidents of rudeness are usually spontaneous, unplanned
inconsideration, based on thoughtlessness, poor manners or lack of self
awareness, but not meant to actually hurt someone. Rude behaviour is hurtful
and tamariki should always have this explained to them.
Mean = Purposefully saying or doing something to hurt someone once (or
maybe twice). Mean behaviour has the intention to hurt another person. It can
take the form of criticizing appearance, intelligence, coolness etc. Mean
behaviour is often motivated by angry feelings and a misguided want to prop
themselves up while putting someone else down. It is in the moment and often
regretted quickly. Mean behaviour is hurtful and tamariki should always be made
accountable for mean behaviour.
Bullying = Intentionally aggressive behaviour, repeated over time, that
involves an imbalance of power.
In particular we mean Physical Aggression - this is purposeful
intentional hurting , Verbal Aggression - threats of harm, Relational Aggressionusing friendship or the threat of taking their friendship away to harm someone
through exclusion and CyberBullying- by messaging secret or untrue information
through social media platforms. Bullying behaviour is life altering and involves
the families and schools working together to restore a safe environment for all.
Reconciliation- At Cardinal McKeefry School we deal with all cycles of
friendship seriously and with the focus of the Sacrament of Reconciliation making the relationship right again between our tamariki, our whānau and God.
All tamariki make mistakes within their friendships - some of them serious. Our
focus is on growth of the whole person through challenge and reflection. Please
also support your tamariki to practice forgiveness and reconciliation through the
language you use at home.
Future Focussed
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Enrolments for 2019
If you have a child you are intending to enrol at CMcK in 2019 please ensure you have picked up an enrolment form
from the office. If you know of a family who are considering choosing CMcK for their child please do encourage them
to make an appointment to visit the school. We love showing new people around our school.
Similarly, if you know that your family may be taking up opportunities that take you away from Wellington in 2019,
please also let us know so we can support this transition.
We currently have 9 students enrolled to join us in 2019 across the school.

Term Dates 2019
To help with your forward planning we are able to confirm most of the term dates for 2019. We have many families
who need to travel to reunite with other family members and we understand that this means you may need to request
leave from school for the weeks either side of our school holidays. For other recreational breaks please try to book
these within the holiday period allocated. We are
currently applying for funding for Professional Term Dates 2019
Development in Digital Technologies
Curriculum. If we are successful it is possible Term 1: 4th February - 12th April
there will be two teacher only days within term Holidays 13th April-28th April (Includes Easter and Anzac Day)
time. If this occurs our school end date will be Term 2: 29th May - 5th July
the 20th of December. We will be able to confirm Holidays 6th July- 21st July
our end date at the beginning of next year and Term 3: 22nd July - 4th October
Holidays 5th October - 20th October
thank you for your patience.
Term 4 21st October- either 18th or 20th of December
Board of Trustees Donation
Thank you to those who have contributed to our
school through the voluntary donation of $100 per child or $200 per family of 2 or more children. We have raised
$3,500 dollars so far. You may be interested to know that this donation helps us to maintain a vibrant library and
librarian services. Please contact Jo-Anne if you require a new notice or have not yet received your receipt for
claiming the tax back on your contribution.
Ngā mihi nui, Tania Savage

Library News

Book Fair: Thank you to everyone for your support for the Scholastic ’Paws for Books Book
Fair. A special thanks to the parent helpers: Kaye, John, Jacqui, Vanessa, Karen, Yoon, Alex,
Emma, Stephanie, and Antonio. The total amount for Book Fair Sales was $1,312. This allows
the school to spend a 30% Commission—almost $400 on Resources for the Library and
Reading Programme.
Book Quiz: On Friday morning Cardinal McKeefry students found out how well they knew
their books. Thanks to the student librarians who wrote the Questions for the Junior Book Quiz. The teams especially
enjoyed the ’Pigs in Books’ Round.

Congratulations to our Junior Book Quiz Winners :
Clementine, Frank, Quinn, Jessica and Kombo

Christian Values

Congratulations to our Senior Book Quiz Winners :
Nicholas, Eva, Oscar, Crystal and Helen

Future Focussed

Love of Learning

P a g e

Christian Values

Future Focussed

3

Love of Learning

P a g e

4

Book Character Parade: The Book Character Parade was the real highlight with so many creative, vibrant book
character costumes modelled on the
catwalk at the Assembly on Friday
afternoon.

Otari Parish News
Come to the Otari Parish Movie Fundraiser
in support of
The Refugee Family Reunification Trust

‘King of Thieves’
Sunday 14th October
Penthouse Cinema 3.00pm
Tickets $20.00 (Rated PG)
Available from Estelle ev.henrys@gmail.com
Also available after all Masses.
Christian Values
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After months of practice
the Year 3-6 students of
CMcK took part in the
second mass choir for
Artsplash on Monday
night. This wonderful
event happens every
year and gives our
students the opportunity
to learn how to sing in
harmony and perform for
an audience. Thank you
to all the parents who
supported their children
by allowing them to be
part of this wonderful Arts
Curriculum event.
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Artsplash
“Welcome to Artsplash 2018!! Let the show begin!” The orchestra started playing the first song and suddenly it was

like a burst of colour. People were singing their hearts out and the orchestra was playing beautifully. My parents
stopped waving at me and instead just watched quietly as we sang. After about 3 songs the orchestra packed up
their instruments and Sophia got ready to go sing the first verse of Rise Above. “Good luck Sophia,” I whispered to
her as she got up.
After Rise Above we all put on our leis to sing Minoi Minoi and then it was time for the wearable arts, this was one of
my favourite parts. As the kids from a variety of different schools waltzed onto the stage I felt a rush of excitement.
Then the music slowed down and they were gone and we carried on singing. The feeling of excitement during the
wearable arts was replaced once more with the feeling of absolute terror as the crowd once again turned their
attention to us.
By Maddy, R2

Room 5 Shared Writing

Last week we learnt about braille for Braille Week. We celebrated it on Wednesday by reading braille, writing our
names in braille, making bookmarks, cracking the braille code and having lots of fun with jokes, an obstacle-course
and having a treasure-hunt. During Braille week we learnt about Louis Braille. Louis Braille invented, braille when he
was fifteen years old.
Braille is reading with your hands. It feels like little dots. We learned how to read some braille. We use our hand to
read braille. We felt the six dots in two rows of three different patterns mean different letters. Carolyn (from BLENNZ)
brought in two braille typing machines. We typed our names in braille and Carolyn helped us. Once we were done
we cut our names out and glued them onto our beautifully coloured bookmarks.
We have been learning to figure out the braille code. We used the braille alphabet to figure out what the braille
means. The code was a joke. It was really funny because so many classmates laughed. “Why did the jelly beans go
to school?” Answer: “They wanted to be smarties.” On the obstacle course we had to wear blinded glasses. It felt
very weird and strange because we couldn’t see anything only bright lights. Sometimes we could only see far away
from us not close up.
Last week on Wednesday we did a braille treasure hunt. We had to go around the whole school looking for treasure
boxes with braille clues. It was good to do exercise on the treasure hunt and work in a team. It was good exercise
for our brains because it was challenging.
Sarah gave us clues that were all around the school. We had to think about the clue and where it was in the school.
At the place, we had to find a plastic box that had a braille word in it and take one back to room five.
The treasure was in a small plastic box. There were ten boxes we had to find. There was a piece of paper that we
tried to read. Once you find the clue you go back to Room 5. When you get to Room 5 you crack the code with the
braille alphabet.
When we found all of the clues we needed to put the words in a sentence. Some people did lots of sentences
because it can be made in different ways. The sentence was “Louis Braille was fifteen years old when he invented
braille.”

Lucas - The code was a joke. It was really funny because so many classmates laughed.
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Petelo - We had to go around
the whole school looking for
treasure boxes with braille
Bobby - On the obstacle
course we had to wear
blinded glasses

Karan-we typed our names
in braille and Carolyn helped

Interzone Swimming

As Lucas, JJ and I arrived at the swimming
pool to take part in the Interzone
Swimming, we were amazed when we saw
how packed it was. We couldn't find a spot
to sit but fortunately there was only four of
us. Time flew and it was time for JJ to get
assembled to the seats that were on the
other side of the pool.
It was my turn next to meet at the seats.
I was very nervous because all the people
that won last year were there. I stepped on
the block my nerves were making me
shake. "TAKE YOUR MARKS" boomed the
loudspeaker. "BEEP" and I took off. I did a
pullout to get me to the surface of the
water. I sprinted to the end. I came 2nd in my heat. I would Like to thank Tiina (Eamonn's mum) for taking care of us
at the Interzone. By Kristian.
Congratulations to Lucas, JJ, Kristian, and Eamonn who competed at the Interzone Swimming event.
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Week 9 Garden Group
We did a lot of exciting things today, which including planting more seedlings, conditioning the
garden with ash and poo, moving the soil pile, and making the ‘secret’ garden look neat.







Week 9 Kitchen Group
In the kitchen this week, we made
vegetable savoury muffins.
The Skills learnt this week wereHow to measure ingredients
How to weigh
ingredients
How to grate
carrots &
zucchini
How to gently
fold in the
ingredients and
not over mix
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