Cardinal McKeefry School Newsletter
Kia ora te whānau,
18 December 2018
We are very happy to inform you that all of our teachers will be returning to
Cardinal McKeefry in 2019. Next year we will also be welcoming three new staff
members to our school community. We were unable to inform you of this sooner
as the appointment process was only confirmed today.

Welcome
Nau Mai Haere Mai
Fáilte
欢迎
Maligayang pagdating
Welkom
Willkommen
Добро пожаловать
Afio mai
Malo e lelei
Selamat datang
Bienvenida
Ahlan Wa Sahlan
Velkommen
Salam
Croeso
Youkoso
Mabuhay

Room 1
Laura Thomsen will continue to teach our Year 7 and 8 students for 2019.
Room 2
Fiona Maddever – Job Share Position in Room 2 with Miss Wylie.
For 2019 Bridget will be working four days with Fiona working in Room 2 most
Fridays as well as completing any Classroom Release for Room 2. We are so
excited to welcome Fiona to your school community. Fiona is fluent in Te Reo and
has a passion for visual arts, particularly photography. If you visited our Car Boot
Sale you may have met Fiona and seen her wonderful photography.
Room 4
Kate Reynard has recently been awarded one of the four Across School Teacher
Roles for our Wellington City Catholic Kahui Ako (Community of Learning) for
2019 and 2020. Kate will continue with her responsibilities as our SENCO/Deputy
Principal and we are very proud of this step in Kate’s career.
This means that Kate will be released from her classroom role for .5 (between 1 ½
- 2 ½ days each week) to support and develop the Kahui Ako’s Achievement
Goals for all of our students, including Cardinal McKeefry. Therefore we have
appointed an expert teacher to a job share position in Room 4 with Kate.
Ann Kendon Ann will be teaching Tuesdays and Wednesdays in Room 4. Ann
comes to us from Newtown School where she was in a similar job share position.
Ann area of passion lie in science, play based learning and Te Reo. We are
delighted to welcome Ann to our community.

Ngā Rerenga Kōrero —
Maori Phrase of the Week
Ngā mihi mō te Kirihimete
Wishing you a very Happy Christmas

Room 5
Sarah Ash and Tania Savage will continue to job share, with Tania teaching
between 8.55-10:30am while Sarah teaches Reading Recovery. Sarah will teach
Room 5 from 10:30am-3pm. For 2019 we have confirmed that Sue Hill will
provided Classroom Release for Tania when her Principal responsibilities require
her to be out of the classroom.
Mandarin Language Teacher
TAO Yuqing is from Xuancheng, the hometown of Xuan Paper in Anhui province.
Yuqing has taught Chinese language lesson at a summer camp in Canadian
International School of Beijing. The students were children aged between 6-9,
most of whom were Chinese but had lived abroad since they were born. Yuqing
interests are Chinese painting and calligraphy. She is an accomplished cook and
can make dumplings, steamed buns, and zongzi (It is a special food we have
during The Dragon Boat Festival time).

Ra whanau kia koe to
Alisha, Lily, Lucas. Maria, Shakti,
Shevinka, Tino and Wesley who
all have birthdays during the holidays.
Love of Work

Thank you for all your support of our lovely school we wish you all a
blessed and safe Christmas and Happy New Year.
See you all on February 4th.
Ngā mihi nui, Tania Savage

Family Spirit

Presence

In the Way of Mary

Simplicity

P a g e

2

End of Year Liturgy 2018
Thank you to those who were able to
attend our End of Year Liturgy and
Nativity Play this year, Our tamariki and
teachers work very hard to create a liturgy
that showcases all of our students talents.
It is also lovely to farewell our Year 8
leavers with the whole community
A special thank you to Laura Thomsen
who prepared this liturgy for us. Laura has
had a fantastic year as our Director of
Religious Studies and we look forward to
what she has planned for us in 2019.

We had a lovely day visiting the Kilbirniie Aquatic Centre and
the Kilbirnie ASB Centre. The tamariki enjoyed swimming and
playing on large inflatables. Thank you to the lovely seniors
who acted as spotters so our younger tamariki could have a
go on the inflatables—what great Green Card Spirit you
displayed. After a quick walk to the ASB centre it was time to
experience an inflatable obstacle course, floorball, soccer and
dodgeball. Thank you to the parents who accompanied us on
the trip and to ASB who provided the bus transport.
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Leavers Assembly 2018

CONGRATULATIONS:
Responsibility Award: Ashmi, Kristian, Austin and Eva
Resilience Award: Lucas and Poppy
Respect Award: Nico and Poppy
William Pike Challenge Award: All Year 7 and 8 students completed
this in 2019.
Academic Cups Mathematics—Shakti Pratap,. Religious Education
– Max Honiss, English—Hugh Laracy McCrystal, School Spirit—Max
Honiss.
Farewell: Hugh, Shakti and Max—we wish you well for College.
Shevinka, Helen, Eamonn and Crystal we wish you well at your new
schools.

Christmas Carols at the School
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Term Dates 2019
Please note some date corrections made
Term 1: 4th February - 12th April
Holidays 13th April-28th April
(Includes Easter and Anzac Day)
Term 2: 29th April - 5th July
Holidays 6th July- 21st July
Term 3: 22nd July - 27 September
Holidays 28 September - 13th October

Y2-8 Golf

Term 4: 14th October– To either 18th or 20th December

A big thanks to the instructors from Wellington Golf for the Ready Steady Golf programme the Year 2--8 students
have recently participated in. The students were very positive about the programme and it looks like we may have
another Lydia Ko or Ryan Fox on our hands. If you are looking for an outdoor activity to do in the holidays the golf
course in Makara is open and families are welcome. For $5 per child you can have a round of Pitch and Putt on the
PnP course. The golf club supplies clubs and balls and all you have to do is turn up at 280 South Makara Road (the
children can show you the way). There is also an open day coming up in February that everyone is welcome to
attend.
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R2 & R5 Singing Carols at Sprott House
Sprott House Visit
Last Wednesday R5 and R2 visited Sprott House to
spread some Christmas cheer by singing Christmas
carols. The singing was so popular that the students were
asked to visit 3 different wings of the home. They did a
wonderful job singing each song and the students
demonstrated the spirit of Christmas with
their positive attitude and the lovely
singing.
The students had also made some
Christmas cards and watching them hand
them out to residents was fantastic. The
students made us proud as they sang and
it was wonderful to see how much the
residents enjoyed listening to the carols.
A big thanks to Nick and Fiona Tansley
who came along with us. St Nick did an
awesome job of playing the piano and
introducing all the songs.

Road Patrol– Parent Volunteer Needed!

Do you like fresh air? Are you willing to do one 30min road duty, every fortnight, during Term 1
next year?
We need an adult for road patrol every second Monday morning.
Day negotiable. Training, fresh air and uniform provided.
Please email:jo.wilson.17@gmail.com
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Library News
On Monday the students were all issued with their holiday Reading. Please
look after these books and return them in the first week of the 2019 school
Year.
Summer Reading Challenge
From 1st December through to 31st January 2019 children can participate in
the Summer Reading Challenge run through the Wellington City Libraries. The
Challenge is open to all Year 1-8 children who have Wellington City Library
membership, and it’s free. The challenge is run online, which means the
children can participate anywhere at any time. The Challenge provides
incentives for reading and reviewing books from a reading list of carefully selected titles. Children will earn prizes for
their book reviews and all book reviews are published on the Library’s website for other children to see and comment
on, and take inspiration from. For more information go to:
http://www.wcl.govt.nz/blogs/kids/index.php/kids-club-reviews/summer-reading-booklist/
Thank you for your support of the Scholastic Bookclub
A huge thanks to those who were able to order from the Bookclub. This has enabled us to earn reward points to
purchase some new library books as well as Readers for the juniors and a couple of novel sets for the older students.

Otari Parish News
Christmas Services

Monday 24 Dec.
5:00pm : Children's Mass St Teresa’s
7:00pm Family Mass St Thomas More Church
7:00pm Filipino Mass St Teresa’s
9:00pm St Teresa’s
11:15pm Office of Readings with Carols followed by Midnight Mass with the Cathedral Choirs and Orchestra, St
Teresa’s
Tuesday 25 December CHRISTMAS DAY
Mass: 10:00am St Teresa’s

Christmas Vigil Family Mass St Thomas More Church 7pm Monday 24th December

There will be a Nativity Play during this Mass and all children/grandchildren are
welcome to participate. No acting experience required. This is a good way of
helping children to focus on the real Christmas story and fill in some of the time
before Christmas. There will be two practices at 9.30am on Saturday 22nd and
Monday 24th December. You are welcome to drop your children off and pick them
up after the practice. A sign up sheet will be in the church foyer or let Estelle know
if your child would like to take part. 0273123200 or email ev.henrys@gmail.com.
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